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“Return of the Yo-Yo” 
Comes to Nashville 
in February 


The final stop on the itinerary of “The Return of 
the Yo-Yo” traveling museum exhibit will be at 
Bellevue Center shopping center in Nashville, 
Tenn., from February 15 through March 15, 1992. 

The exhibit opened almost 2 years ago, on 
March 24, 1989, at Hilltop Mall in Richmond, 
Calif., and has made stops at six Taubman Com- 
pany malls across the country, spending fourto six 
weeks at each mall. 

At press time, Bellevue Center had lined up the 
following appearances by experienced yo-yoers: 

Friday, Feb. 14, Press conference and ap- 
pearance on “Talk of the Town,” by Don Duncan 
Jr, president of Playmaxx Inc. and son of Donald 
Duncan Sr, who founded Duncan Yo-Yo; Mark 
and Robert Litton, 15- and 13-year-olds who have 
been featured on the cover of “Boy’s Life” and ap- 
peared on “Good Moming America” with the 
Hilltop exhibit; and “Professor Yo-Yo,” Stuart 
Crump Jr, editor of “Yo-Yo Times.” 

Saturday, Feb. 15, 11 a.m., 1 p.m. and 3 p.m., 
20-minute yo-yo shows followed by yo-yo in- 
Struction, featuring the performers mentioned 
above. Gary Sandy, “WKRP” television star, will 
emcee. 

Thursday, Feb. 20, 5:15, 6:15 and 7:15 p.m., yo- 
yo demo and teaching with 11-year-old Jennifer 
Baybrook, “The Yo-Yo Princess,” who has ap- 
peared on “David Letterman” and “Regis and 
Kathy Lee.” 

Saturday, Feb. 22, 11 a.m., 1 p.m. and 3 p.m., 
Jennifer Baybrook, with recording artist Brenda 
Lee as emcee. 

Thursday, Feb. 27, 5:15, 6:15 and 7:15 p.m., yo- 
yo demo and teaching with Harvey Lowe, 1932 
World Yo-Yo Champ, now 73 years old; and Fast 
Eddy MacDonald, who holds three Guinness 
Book yo-yo records. 

Saturday, Feb. 29, 11 a.m., 1 p.m. and 3 p.m., 
Harvey Lowe and Fast Eddy MacDonald. 

Thursday, March 5, 5:15, 6:15 and 7:15 p.m., 
yo-yo demo and teaching with Bob Malowney 
(emcee) of Bird-in-Hand Yo-Yo and Dennis Mc- 
Bride, 1958 Califomia Yo-Yo Champion. 

Saturday, March 7, 11 a.m., 1 p.m. and 3 p.m., 
Bob Malowney and Dennis McBride, with Rufus 
Thomas, recording artist, as emcee. 

Saturday, March 14, 11 a.m., 1 p.m. and 3 p.m., 
Finale and Yo-Yo Contest with Bob Malowney 
(emcee) and “Professor Yo-Yo” Stuart Crump as 
judge. 

Ifyou live in the Nashville area, be sure to check 
the local newspapers for complete details as open- 


ing day approaches. 


“Return” Exhibit May 
Continue to Travel 


The future of the exhibit, “The Return of the Yo- 
Yo,” is still up in the air. Don Duncan, of 
Piaymaxx Inc., who owns the collection, has told 
us that it may continue to travel after it finishes its 
run for the Taubman Companies in Nashville in 
March. Tentative plans call for it to visit Chico, 
Calif., for several months in the fall, possibly at a 
public facility such as a library or children’s 
museum. 

Also, the focus of the exhibit may change to 
make it more “hands-on,” he said. 


For the Latest News, 
Call Our News Hotline 


To help get late-breaking yo-yo news, such as 
information about contests, articles, and soon, out 
to our readers quickly, “Yo-Yo Times” has estab- 
lished a new “Yo-Yo Times News Hotline.” 

We’ Il update the information every week or two, 
when there is something new to report. 

Toaccess the hotline, call 1-703-715-6191. This 
is nota toll-free number. However, it will be avail- 
able 24 hours a day, so you can call it at night or 
on weekends when the phone rates are low. 

You will also be able to leave any news or other 
information or to ask questions, which we will at- 
tempt to answer in our next issue or on the News 
Hotline. 


Yolympics Set for March 21 


Bill Alton, the editor of “Noble Disk,” the New 
England yo-yo newsletter, is planning to hold the 
first Yolympics on March 21 in Portsmouth, N.H. 

The Yolympics is quite a bit more than a stand- 
ard yo-yo contest. Rather than one big contest, it 
consists of a number of unique and separate yo-yo 
events. Examples: 

— How FEW “Sleepers” can you throw in 90 
seconds? 

— Who can be the first to shatter three aspirin 
tablets placed on the ground in front of them by 
throwing theiryo-yos at them with sufficient force 
to break them into pieces? 

—”Dragster” drag races (racing free-spinning 
yo-yas, removed from the finger, across the floor). 

— Who can be the first to shatter a styrofoam 
coffee cup by “Walking the Dog” into it? 

— Yo-yo hockey, in which the contestants use a 
series of “Walk the Dog” tricks to move a 
lightweight “puck” across their opponent’s goal 
line. 

These are the sort of games Bill is lining up for 
the Yoly mpics. 

Contestants will be divided into two categories 
by age: 16 and below, and 16 and above. 


If you'd like complete details about the Yolym- 
pics, including a list of all the contests and a 
description of each, contact Bill Alton at “Noble 
Disk,” 124 Cabot St., Portsmouth, NH 03801. Or 
you can call him at 603/436-4979 between 5 and 
6 p.m. Eastem time. 

All are invited, and there is no admission charge. 


Meet Tom & Dick Smothers, 


May 30, in Atlantic City 


If you’ve neverseen Tom Smothers live as “The 
Yo-Yo Man,” here’s your opportunity! The 
Smothers Brothers Fan Club and “Yo-Yo Times” 
are combining forces to bring SmoBro/Yo-Yo 
lovers to see Tom and Dick’s act when they appear 
at the Trump Castle in Atlantic City, N.J., on May 
29-30. 

As we went to press, we were still working on 
the details, but here’s what we have so far. 

We’ ll meet at the hotel as a group for a recep- 
tion (non-alcoholic, because we expect many 
children and teenagers to attend) early in the eve- 
ning on Saturday, May 30. Tom and Dick and their 
musicians and the other members of the company 
will be invited to attend. 


Show Tickets 

We will all sit together for the brothers’ early 
evening performance at 8 p.m., possibly in the 
front row, We might also have a brief reception 
with Tom and Dick after the show in their dress- 
ing room, if their schedule permits it. 

Cost of the tickets, which will include the show 
and the reception, will be based on how many 
members attend. Deadline to purchase your tick- 
ets for the show and reception is May 1. 

For the latest details, contact Karen Frisch, 2247 
Irma Dr, Allentown, PA 18103, 215/264-3546. 


Hotel Reservations: Deadline, May 8 

Because the rates to stay at Trump Castle may 
be higher than most readers can afford ($90 Friday 
and $110 Saturday), in cooperation with Silver 
Fox Tours of Atlantic City, we’ve arranged with 
LaSammana Hotel, a beautiful, new motel on the 
beach just a short drive away in nearby Brigantine 
to provide rooms for $67/Friday, $88/Saturday 
night (doubles) plus taxes. Children under 12 free. 
Extra people in the room, $15 per person. 

This rate includes free access to the motel’s 
Private beach, a boat cruise at Trump Castle, use 
of the pool and health spa at Harrahs (across from 
Trump Castle) and a voucher for $5 in coins at 
Trump Castle. 

Make your reservations for the motel directly 
with LaSammana at 1-800-445-0401; deposit or 
credit card guarantee required. Be sure to mention 
that you are with the Smothers Brothers Fan Club. 

Deadline to make your reservation for our block 
of reserved rooms is May 8. ; 

(Continued on page 2) 
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(SMOTHERS -- cont. from page 1.) 


Special Airfare Rates 

Also, we have made special arrangements for 
discount airfares through U.S. Air, which has the 
most frequent service to Atlantic City. Here’s how 
to get your discounts: 

Call U.S. Air reservations directly at 800/334- 
8644 and give them your Gold File Number 2463- 
0000. 

For the lowest fares, plan to stay over Saturday 
night. U.S. Airwill subtract another5% from their 
lowest discount weekend fare. 

Or, if your travel plans do not permit you to 
enjoy the lowest fares, you’ Il still get 35%off your 
regular coach fare by using the Gold File Number. 

These fares are available between May 27 and 
June 2. 

US. Air has also arranged for you to receive a 
10% discount on your car rental through Hertz. 
US. Aircan make the car-rental arrangements for 
you. 


Make Your Reservations Now 

For the latest information and to make your 
reservations, contact Karen Frisch, 2247 Inma Dr., 
Allentown, PA 18103, 215/264-3546. 

Please let her know that you’ d like to attend. The 
larger the group of people who attend, the lower 
will be the cost to each attendee. 

By the way, if you live in the West Coast region 
of the country, the SmoBro Fan Club is also plan- 
ning a get-together with the Smothers Brothers 
during one of their engagements in Las Vegas, 
possibly in July or November—assuming, of 
course, that the Atlantic City gathering is success- 
ful. 

We'll keep you posted, as will the SmoBro 
newsletter, “Just Say Bros!” (To become a sub- 
scriber to “Just Say Bros!”, see the club’s ad on p. 
7) 


ts interesting to watch people's reaction to a 
SLEEP MACHINE or ROLLER WOODY - 
especially kids and cats. It looks like a regular 
wooden yo-yo, but how does it spin so 
long? The secret is a precision ball bearing axle b 
and a unique adjustable string gap allowing Ja 
Yo-Yo tune-ups, Too “techy” for some (5 or 
6 were returned), the reward for the rest of 
us is the magic healing qualities of long 
spinning wood. In a plastic age, holding and 
watching a Sleep Machine spin, is a calming and 


also spins and dances . 


Name 
+ Address 
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WAKING UP TO THE SLEEP MACHINE 


centering experience, Others are charmed too. They're 
great for meeting people. Best of all, at a moments notice, 
these particular yo-yos connect me to that part of myself which 


pcc----c 
I 
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SLEEP MACHINE - BUTTERFLY STYLE........535.00 
| ROLLER WOODY - CLASSIC STYLE... oo. $30.00 cures sa725% 


Yo-Yo Times Goes Quarterly 


We have good news and bad news to report. The 
bad news is that our circulation has dropped off a 
bit since the heyday of the Smothers Brothers TV 
show. We’ re now down to about 900 subscribers, 
plus about 200 “potentials” who write to request 
a sample copy each issue, Twoyears ago, we were 
mailing about 1500 copies of each issue. 

Incase you hadn’t noticed, we’ re in the midst of 
arecessionin this country! It’s hit us, too, although 
not nearly so badly as many other publishers and 
businesses. 

As a result of the drop in circulation, we have 
reluctantly made the decision to publish “Yo-Yo 
Times” on a quarterly basis until economic condi- 
tions improve. 

Now, the good news. We are dropping our ad- 
vertising rates because of the smaller circulation. 
If you'd like to advertise in “Yo-Yo Times,” give 
us a call and we’ Il share pricing information. 

Even though we are changing our publication 
schedule to quarterly, subscribers will not lose 
any thing; you'll still get a full six issues for each 
“year” you subscribed for The only difference is 
that the subscription will stretch overa year anda 
half. We will honor the “six issues for $12” 
through May, for each single-year renewal 
received. 

Beginning immediately, multi-year renewals 
will be on the basis of four issues for each y ear of 
renewal. Example: A two-year renewal ($18) will 
receive eight issues (four per year times two 
years), a three-year renewal ($24) will receive 12 
issues. 

Thus, if your subscription is coming up for 
renewal in the next few months, now is the time 
to get that renewal in tous. After May 1, one-year 
renewals will be for four issues. 

By the way, if and when economic conditions 


Shipping 53.00 per order. 


| 2383 California Street 
+ San Francisco, CA 94115 4 


Phone Orders: 


800-US.YOYOS 


8796967 


and our circulation figures improve, we plan to go 
back to our six-times-a-y ear publication schedule. 
Any renewals received during our four-issues- 
pet-year publishing will be honored for the full 
year. Thus, say you order a three-years subscrip- 
tion. You will receive a full three years, whether 
they be four issues per year or six issues per year. 

Also, many readers have asked about our publi- 
cation schedule. Here it is: 

SPRING 1992: This is the Spring issue, which 
you are holding now. You've already missed the 
deadline for this issue! 

SUMMER 1992: Deadline for stories and ad- 
vertisers, May 11. The issue will go to the printer 
on or about May 25, and go into the mail on or 
about June 8. This will be the Fathers Day (June 
21) and International Jugglers Association (July 
20-25, Montreal) issue, 

FALL 1992: Deadline forstories and advertisers 
is Sept. 1. The issue will go to the printer on or 
about Sept. 18 and in the mail on or about Sept. 
28. This will be the “Christmas” issue. 

WINTER 1992: Deadline for stories and adver- 
tisers is Nov. 16. The issue will go to the printer 
on or about Nov. 30 and in the mail on or about 
Dec. 7. This will be the “last-minute Christmas 
shoppers’” issue. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR today with these 
deadlines! Thank you. 


Plan Now for National 
Yo-Yo Day, June 6 


National Yo-Yo Day will again be celebrated in 
early June —June 6, to be precise. For the past two 
years, Yo-Yo Day has been celebrated on the first 
Saturday following June 6, which is the anniver- 
saty of the birth of Donald F Duncan (in 1893), 
the man whose name is practically synonymous 
with the modem history of the yo-yo. 

The only celebration we’ve heard of so far will 
be held in Enosburg Falls, Vermont, as part of the 
huge, annual Dairy Festival held in that town each 
year. Prime movers behind that town’s yo-yo fes- 
tivities are Stephanie and Bob Baybrook, the 
parents of “Yo-Yo Princess” Jennifer Baybrook. 

They have invited a number of professional yo- 
yoers to attend, as well as Don Duncan Jr. 


Northeast Regional Yo-Yo Contest 

Also, the Second Annual Northeast Regional 
Yo-Yo Contest and Meet will be held at the fes- 
tival, on June 6. 

”We plan to have a float in the parade Saturday 
moming,” Mrs. Baybrook told us. “Anyone who 
would like to help on the float should contact us. 
The theme of the parade each year has to do with 
milk, and there are prizes for the best float. Any 
ideas would be appreciated.” (The Baybrooks, 
RD. 1, Box 1220, Enosburg Falls, VT 05450, 
802/933-5209.) 


Kuhn Plans Yo-Yo Gala 


In modem yo-yo history, 15 years is along time. 
But that’s how long Tom Kuhn has been making 
yo-yos, and the San Francisco dentist/yo-yo 
maker is planning a gala celebration this spring. 

”We’ll be releasing details about the date and 
place in the near future,” Tom Kuhn told us. 
“Probably in April or May.” 

If you live in the San Francisco area or are plan- 
ning a trip to the area in the next few months, give 
Tom a call at 415/921-8138 for details. We'll also 
put the latest details on the new Yo-Yo Times 
News Hotline, 703/715-6191, when they become 
available. 


Watch for Calif. Contest 
on ESPN Cable Network 


The videotapes made at the Califomia State Yo- 
Yo Contest in Chico, Calif., last October were still 
being edited as we went to press. 

Watch for a 10-minute segment on the ESPN 
cable sports network sometime in April on the 
show, “Amazing Games,” which is broadcast at 7 
P.m. every Tuesday in some markets. (Check your 
local listings.) 

As soon as we know the exact date of the broad- 
cast, we will put that information on the Yo-Yo 
Times New Hotline, which you can reach by call- 
ing 1-703-715-6191. 


Do You Have Any 
Old Yo-Yo Contest Films? 


Do you have any home movies or other film 
from old yoyo contests, such as in those held in 
the 1950s? ESPN’s show “Amazing Games” 
would like to hear from you. Call Bob Malowney 
at Bird in Hand Yo-Yos in Chico, Calif., at 916- 
893-0545 and he’ Il put you in touch with the show. 

"Amazing Games” is seeking some footage 
from old-time yo-yo contests to include with the 
footage it taped at the Califomia Yo-Yo Contest in 
October in Chico, (See the story above.) 


Plan Now for Jugglers 
Convention in Montreal, 
July 20-25 


Mark your calendar now and prepare to attend 
the annual meeting of the Intemational Jugglers 
Association (IJA), which is scheduled for July 20 
through 25 in Montreal. 

If you have an idea for a yo-yo workshop, let us 
know about it and we’ll see what we can do to get 
you on the schedule. We’re already expecting 
several yo-yo sessions — and you’ ll meet some of 
the best yo-yoers in the world. Not to mention 
some of the best jugglers in the world, who are 
fabulous to watch. Guaranteed: You'll pick up 
dozens of great ideas that you can adapt for your 
yoyoact. 

For complete details on the LJA and registering 
for the conference, contact Tom Bennett, Interna- 
tional Jugglers Association, Box 3707, Akron, OH 
44314, or call Tom at 216/745-3552. 

Don’t miss it! 


The Yo-Yo of the Year Is... 


And now, for the brown paper bag, please. We’ Il 
just tear it open and — RIP! — the winnerin the An- 
nual Yo-Yo Times Yo-Yo of the Year Award is... 

The US. Economy! 

That's right, folks, the U.S. Economy has won 
the coveted Yo-Yo of the Year Award, the very 
same award won last year by Saddam Hussein, 
who came perilously close to winning it again this 
year when he told his own people that he won the 
Gulf War 

Just like a yo-yo, the U.S. Economy has been 
going up and down for as long as anyone can 
remember. Right now it appears to be in one of its 
down phases and is primarily spinning in place, 
sleeping. 

Sooner or later, however, someone orsomething 
will come along and give the economy a big jerk, 
and arouse it from its sleep and send it back up to 
new heights. 


Now, if we could just figure out who pulls the 
Strings of the U.S. Economy and tell them to get 
going... 

No, it’s not some yo-yo in Washington. It’s not 
some yo-yo president of some large U.S. corpora- 
tion. It’s not some yo-yo professor at some pres- 
tigious Ivy League school. 

Nope. That’s not who pulls the strings in this 
country. It’s you and me— the somewhat normal, 
evetyday walking around people. We’ re the ones 
in charge. So, let’s get ouryo-yos out of our pock- 
ets and Get America Yoing Again! 

It'll be the biggest, best yo-yo trick ever per- 
formed! 


CONTEST NEWS 


California Contest 
May Go Regional 


The nation’s biggest and oldest current-day state 
yo-yo contest, now in its fourth year, may have to 
change its name and its focus, according to Bob 
Malowney, who has organized the contest since 
its beginning. 

”We have contestants coming to our next con- 
test from Washington state, Oregon, Utah and 
Nevada and probably several other states,” Bob 
said. “Sowe may have tochange its name tosome- 
thing like, ‘Westem States Regional Yo-Yo Con- 
test.’ ” 

The contest is tentatively scheduled to be held 
in Chico, Calif., on October 17. Bob emphasized 
that the date is only tentative and may be changed. 


Salt Lake City Winners 


When the yoing gets tough, the tough get yoing. 
That's what happened at the third annual Greater 
Salt Lake Area Yo-Yo Championships held at 
Trolley Square in Salt Lake City on Dec. 21. 

To show the level of competition, consider that 
the tie for third-place winner in the adult age 
category, advanced division, came down to a 
TWO-handed loop-off between Chuck Short of 
Cheyenne, Wyo., and last year’s champ, Ron 
Spears. Ron won with 66 two-handed loops, 
against Chuck’s 26. Contest judge Dale My rberg 
mentioned that Chuck has been yoing for only a 
year and a half. 

This year’s contest was preceded by two Satur- 
days of yo-yo workshops, two weeks apart, to 
allow new participants sufficient time to leam the 
tricks. 

Winners in each division, all from Utah, were: 


Beginners Division 

11 YEARS AND UNDER: (1) Randy Morrison, 
9, Provo; (2) Gretel Wenzel, 9, Centerville; (3) 
Craig McMinn, 10, Tremonton. 

12 TO 16: (1) Brian Fisher, 16, Clearfield; (2) 
Adam McKinnon, 13, Springville; (3) Michael 
McMinn, 15, Tremonton. 

16 AND OVER: (1) Lamar Nybo, 48, Kaysville; 
(2) John McMinn, age undetermined, Tremonton; 
(3) Becky Peek, 21, Salt Lake City. 


Advanced Division 

11 YEARS AND UNDER: (1) Skylar Morrison, 
10, Provo; (2) Tyson Love, 11, Farmington; (3) 
Jonathon Peterson, 9, Alpine. 

12 TO 16: (1) David Hooper, 16, Willard; (2) 
Dallas Browning, 15, Centerville; (3) Scott Nybo, 
13, Kaysville. 

16 AND OVER: (1) Troy Wenzel, 24, Center- 
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New from Dennis McBride 
“Dennis McBride’s 
Gallery of String Tricks” — Vol 2 


60 minutes. Classic side-mount and 
super-advanced combinations you'll love! 

Still available: “String Tricks, Vol. 1,” “Gallery of Two- 
Handed Tricks” and “The Know-Yo, Yo-Yo Video.” $25 each. 
Mention this ad, and receive a FREE, limited edition, 
Dennis McBride mode] Hummingbird Yo-Yo with each tape. 
Add $2.50 S&H per order. 

Send your check today to: 

Dennis McBride, 27746 Santa Clarita Rd. 


Santa Clarita, CA 91350, 805-297-5713 


HUMMINGBIRD 
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ville; (2) Bruce Morrison, 43, Prova; (3) Ron 
Spears, 38, West Valley. 

Interestingly, there were no repeat winners this 
year who won last year “It’s fun to see new 
players developing so well,” Dale said. 

Articles on the competition appeared in two 
major Salt Lake area newspapers, and news seg- 
ments appeared on three major Utah TV stations. 

One station focused its segment on John Mc- 
Minn and his family and depicted yo-yoing as 
both an individual sport and a great family ac- 
tivity. “This kind of positive publicity is sure to 
promote a greater interest in the sport of yo-yoing 
in our area and other parts of the Mountain West 
as well,” Dale said. 

The contest was sponsored by Trolley Square, 
Hummingbird Toy Co, and The Air Apparent, a 
kite and novelty shop located in Trolley Square. 
Prizes were provided by Hummingbird and The 
Air Apparent. 


YO NEWS 


“Entrepreneur” Spotlights 
Yo-Yo Business 


”Entrepreneur’ magazine published a lengthy 
article on the new yo-yo entrepreneurs in its 
January 1992 issue. Check your local library fora 
copy, or contact the magazine directly at Order 
Dept., 2392 Morse Ave., P.O. Box 19787, Irvine, 
CA 92713-9438. They’ ll send you a copy of the 
issue for $4.50 + $3 shipping and handling. 
California residents add 35 cents sales tax. For 
credit card orders, call 714/261-2325. 
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AD: ., geononoono 


Use these fun celling cards to promote your business, 
organization, eociel event, or yourself! 
\N 


Ad-Yo's offer a full 1%" circle of advertising 


space while creating fun and chalenge! cae 

+ White, high-impect plastic bogs 
» Attached string Here 
* Your logo hot stamped on 


viny! colored discs. 
Choose from a vanety of cotors Call tor details! 
(602) 623-9981 


California Here We Come 


Bill and Farrinaz (Farri) Cress of American 
Spinners Yo- Yo Corp. forsook the weather in their 
home state of New Jersey on Dec. 16 and spent 
the day instead basking in the balmy, beautiful 
weather of Venice Beach, Calif. The occasion 
marked the official introduction of the American 
Spinners Califomia Cool Venice Beach Collec- 
tion of more than 50 different sty les of yo-yos. As- 
sisted by pro yo-yoers Don Harrison, Ben Serkin 
and Nigel Mills, they filled the Venice Beach air 
with “fluorescent madness” — neons, geometrics, 
flames, pinstripe rainbows, tropical tremors, siz- 
zling screamers, wild things and pink fantasies. 

"We weren't allowed to sell any yo-yos,” Farti 
explained, “but it was a chance to display our 
products. We distributed a lot of literature — about 
800 flyers. Several people who visited our booth 
expressed an interest in representing us on the 
West Coast.” 

Don, Nigel and Ben spent the day demonstrat- 
ing and teaching yo-yoing. In all, an estimated 
50,000 people visited the beach that day, and 
several thousand of them found their way to the 
American Spinners booth—one of about 150 such 
displays for all sorts of products. 

"I think this was the first time Venice Beach saw 
a yo-yo display and demonstration,” Bill said. 
“We even had local vendors come overand watch 
the demonstrations. They hadn’t seen anything 
quite like this. No one could believe the attraction 
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the yo-yo had there. 

"Two kids about 10 years old spent the whole 
day hanging around our booth,” he continued. 
“They’d never yo-yoed before, and by the end of 
the day they knew how to do several tricks. 
Another time a famous movie actorstopped by for 
a half hour.” 

Who was it? “Well, everybody else seemed to 
know who he was, but I didn’t recognize him.” 
Such is the fleeting nature of fame. 

"Everybody had a great time,” Bill added. 
(American Spinners Yo-Yo Corp., 28 Worcester 
Dr, Wayne, NJ 07470, 201/694-7773.) 


YO TIPS 


Yomega Surgery 


"I recently purchased the Outrageous Yo by 
Yomega,” writes Gerald Linden of Monroe, Conn. 
[Editor’s note: The Outrageous is no longer 
produced. It has been replaced by the Fireball.] 

"My curiosity aroused, I disassembled both it 
and my Yomega, The Yo-Yo With a Brain. I found 
that by removing the rubber O-rings from the 
Yomega axle sleeve, it became even more out- 
rageous than the Outrageous. This may be due to 
its larger bearing surface, as compared with the 
Outrageous,” he concluded. 

It’s worth a try. 


Carrying Your Yo-Yos 


by Sam Rogers 


In the last issue I shared the idea that you can 
store yo-yos by using the plastic rings that come 
with six-packs of small juice cans or (for larger 
yo-yos) the rings that come with soft-drink size 
cans, 

Here’s another idea for canying your largeryo- 
yo collections around with you. Try the Pac Sac 
or other vertical soda can coolers. They are about 
2.1/2 feet (71 cm) tall and can carry more than 40 
yo-yos at once. The Pac Sac has a shoulder strap 
on it, too, so you can use it as a yo-yo quiver 


LETTERS 


Send Us Your Letters and Articles 

We welcome your letters to the editor, articles, 
new tricks, etc. Please include your phone num- 
ber with all letters, articles, etc. sowe can get back 
toyou if we have questions. We will not printyour 
address unless you ask us to. 


Tell Me Why 


My question is, “Why does Yomega send an ad- 
vertisement about ‘Yo-Yo Times’ in its string 
packages but Hummingbird doesn’t?” If I never 
bought the “Yo-Yo With a Brain,” I would never 
have found out about you. 

At my job, where I clown around and get paid 
forit at the same time, I was yo-yoing. A little girl 
came up to me and asked if I knew of “The Yo-Yo 
Princess.” . 

I was thrown for a loop (Astro)! Yes, I knew of 
the Yo-Yo Princess, Jennifer Baybrook, but the 
thing that struck me strangely was the fact that I 
was in Waco, Texas. Who in Waco knows of the 
Yo-Yo Princess, much less how to execute the 
“Baby Riding a Ferris Wheel” (AKA, “Rock the 
Cradle Cha Cha Cha”) with the yo-yo or how to 
perform an “Astro Loop” without thinking that 
they did “Around the World”? Yes, to say the least, 
I was shocked. 


I told the little girl, Lindsey, that 1 knew whoshe 
was talking about. She said she had seen “The Yo- 
Yo Princess” on Nickelodeon. Keep up the good 
work, Jennifer 

When I first heard of the “Yo-Yo Ball,” I 
frowned at the idea. But I now will recommend it. 
Here’s why: 

Some time ago I had one of those “retractable 
key rings.” You’ve seen them. They have a retrac- 
table spring that clips to your belt and rolls back 
upto keepyour keys neatly in place. I used to flick 
mine a lot when I was in high school, thinking I 
was imitating a yo-yo. 

That’s what got me interested in getting back 
into yo-yoing. The Yo-Yo Ball reminds me a lot 
of that key chain and may get some kids interested 
in trying a real yo-yo. 

And, yes, I love the idea of “Yo-Yo Times” T- 
shirts, baseball caps, yo-y as, etc. 

Jim Lowe 
Waco, Texas 


Paraphernalia Sought 

Our family interest in yo-yoing stems from our 
9-year-old son, Jimmy, who won the Solano 
County Yo-Yo Championship. He didn’t do so 
well in the California State Championships in Oc- 
tober The judges told him he couldn’t use his 
favorite yo-yo, an SB-2, the one he’s been prac- 
ticing with. 

Jimmy does about 50 tricks, including string 
tricks. He was pictured on the front page of “The 
Vallejo Times-Herald,” when he won the county 
championship, and he was filmed by KXTV, 
Channel 10, Sacramento. 

He also collects yo-yos and has about 35 of 
them. 

Now he’s searching for a custom-made brief- 
case for his collection. Doyou know where he can 
get one? What about yo-yo paraphemalia, e.g., 
buttons, T-shirts and the like? 

Kathy Garvey 
Vacaville, Calif. 

[Kathy, you might like to contact several of the 
manufacturers who advertise in “Yo-Yo Times.: 
Tom Kuhn and American Spinners are two who 
have produced ‘T-shirts. Several have produced 
buttons and other items that might interest you. 
Also, can any readers help Kathy? Drop us a line 
and we’ lI publish your letter] 


Nice Addition 

Several years ago I became fascinated with the 
sport of yoing (or, as some have put it, “the state 
of yo”). Ihave known of your publication forsome 
time, but until recently I was unable to find your 
mailing address. 

In my never-ending search for yo-yo parapher- 
nalia, I see your publication as a dream come true 
and a nice addiction to my growing collection. 

Arden K. Powell 
Sardia, British Columbia 
Canada 


Difficult Times 

You are doing a great job for yo people 
everywhere. These are tough times for publishing. 
I know! 

With these difficult financial times, it seems to 
me that yo-yoing would be a perfect family sport 
for everyone — Mom, Dad, sissy and brother 

Just as surely as things go down, they will come 
up again. You’ re doing your part! 

James Brackin 
Managing Editor 
“Collectors’ Showcase” magazine 


String-Breaking Problems 

Have you seen the 7-Up commercials and print 
ads? Their character, Fido, is yoing. He is also in 
the “We'll be right back” messages between car- 
toons on Saturday momings. He can also be found 
on T-shirts. 

Doyou have any trouble with the string on your 
Yomega breaking? Mine has broken several times. 
I realize it is not unusual for strings to break. 
However, they usually break at the axle, My 
strings on ithe Yomega have been breaking at the 
finger loop. It’s weird and it hurts! My Yomega 
tends to jerk pretty hard when it reaches the end 
of the string. I think the loopis rubbing against the 
string and cutting it. Has anyone else hada similar 
problem? 

Bonnie Matthews 
Alexandria, Va. 

[Bonnie, we think we know what your 
“problem” is. Actually, it’s not a problem. Trans- 
axle yo-yos tend not to break at the axle-end of the 
String because of the reduced coefficient of fric- 
tion there, or something like that. As a result, they 
are prone to break at other points in the string that 
are under tension, such as where the finger loop 
tubs against the string--as you have discovered. At 
least, that’s the way we call it. Any readers have 
another idea?] 


Needed: High Tricks 

I received and totally enjoyed the copy of “Yo- 
Yo Times.” I have adapted and adopted some of 
the lines I picked up from the issue for use in my 
juggling act. I’ve shared some of the information 
with other jugglers and unicyclists. 

One friend who has mastered the giraffe 
unicycle is starting to work on “Walk the Dog on 
a LOOOOONG Leash” and other tricks to gowith 
the tall wheel. I’m digging out the “Kiutz Yo-Yo 
Book” we got my son last Christmas and trying to 
leam a little. 

I'm thinking of bringing my diverse interests in 
juggling, unicycling and yo-yoing together and 
opening a store. If the store does happen, I plan to 
include yo-yos and tops as pat of the “assorted in- 
sanities” and would like to advertise in your 
newsletter and in “Jugglers World” and “On One 
Wheel.” 

Keep up the fine work! . 

Dusten “Dusty” Galbraith 
Silvis, Ill. 


Spin Top Column 

In a recent issue, you asked your readers if 
they’d like to see a regular column on spin tops. 

My answer is, Yes! Please include one! 

Jerry Bakke 
Muskegon, Mich. 

[Thanks to Jerry and all the other spin top lovers 
who wrote. We’ re in the process of getting one of 
our readers whois an expert on tops todoa column 
for us.] 


Sharing “Yo-Yo Times” 

I love your newsletter, and I have lent a few 
copies to friends who are now also subscribers. I 
have been giving out the post-card sized and 
smaller “free copy request” cards that I receive 
when I buy new yo-yos. This idea worked fine 
until I ran out of cards. Could you send me some 
more of them? I know I will find more people to 
give them to. 

Also, in a recent issue you asked readers about 
whether you should sell yo-yo hip packs, caps, 
buttons, shirts, distribution cards and flyers and 
other merchandise. 


Well, I think they’ re great ideas! I would certain- 
ly buy a “Yo-Yo Times” yo-yo, hip pack and shirt, 
and I would be happy to distribute cards and fly ers 
(actually, I already am!). Also, you might check 
into printing them on recycled paper. 

Sam Rogers 
Novato, Calif. 

[Sam, we appreciate your handing out cards to 
your friends who might like to subscribe to “Yo- 
Yo Times.” Next time we print up a batch, we’ll 
sendy ou afew more. In the meantime, you (orany 
other reader) should feel free to tell potential sub- 
scribers that they can receive a free copy of “Yo- 
Yo Times” by sending us a postage stamp along 
with their name and address. Don’t tell anyone, 
but we’ ll even send the free sample if they don’t 
send the stamp, but we are not a high-profit opera- 
tion, and it’s becoming increasingly expensive to 
pick up the postage on the large number of 
samples we receive requests for. We get about 200 
or more requests for samples of each issue.] 


THE YO-YO EXCHANGE 


If you'd like to place a classified ad in this sec- 
tion, the cost for an ad is 10 cents per word, with 
a minimum charge of $2.50. Single lines standing 
by themselves (e.g., “Let’s Trade Yo-Yos!”) are $1 
each for up to 8 words. We will print the first few 
words in boldface unless you specify differently. 

Yo-Y Times assumes no responsibility or 

liabilities for any claims contained in any ad. Let 
the buyer beware! 
YO-YOs AVAILABLE FOR TRADE: Duncan 
Beginner’s (several), Duncan Special #44, 
Duncan Tournament #77, Duncan Li!’ Champ 
(packaged), Goody Filipino Twirler (under- 
sized beginner's), Festival Baseball (several, 
new). Chris Cook, W. 2932 Sanson, 
Spokane, WA 99205, 509/326-0421. 


YO-YO LICENSE. Wallet-size. Red on yellow 
card in laminated plastic. Send $1.00 and 
self-addressed-stamped envelope to Ted 
Eckel, 203 Mt. Holly Ave. #3, Louisville, KY 
40206. 


JEWELS WANTED. Goody Rainbow Filipino 
Twirler, Goody Jewe!, Duncan Rainbow 
Jewel, Royal Rainbow Jewel; also original 
Pedro Flores. Write to Johnny Tillotson, Yo- 
Yo Madness, 17530 Ventura Bivd., Suite 108, 
Encino, CA 91316 or call collect 818/887- 
9689. 


LAUGH-MAKERS MAGAZINE for kid-show 
and family audience entertainers. 50 big 
pages each issue covering balloons, clown- 
ing, magic, ventriloquism, puppetry, comedy 
props, juggling, business ideas, more! 
$21/year (6 issues); outside USA, $27. P.O. 
Box 160-YT, Syracuse, NY 13215. 


More Proof That 
Yo-Yoers are Cultured 


We all know that yo-yoers are cultured people, 
tight? That’s why we love to hearstories that con- 
firm our theory. Here’s another one: 

Bonnie Matthews, a gym teacher and sponsor of 
the yo-yoclub Yo Cobras at Cameron Elementary 
School in Alexandria, Va., writes: “The music 
teacher at Cameron came to see me the other day. 
The third graders go to a concert by the National 
Symphony every year. He told me that the conduc- 
tor, Randall Craig Fleischer, was explaining the 
music that the children would hear 

”He explained the ‘Rhondo Form,’ in which the 
melody comes and goes throughout the piece. He 
compared the rondo form toa y o-yo— and then he 
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soin-offs 


The Research and Playful Publica- | 


= Goa about Spinaing Tops, Gyros, 
i Rotating Toys & Related Devices 
| Displaying your collection/ History Science 
Patent reprints, games, articles, how-to's, profiles, yo-yos & tops appearing 
in art a8 well as old catalogs, recent issue pictures, such as the “Go-Go Ring,” 
| a removable yo-yo mounted on a ring. Unusual usage of terms, sources. | 
Add [act to your tum with Spla-Offs 
3 issues'year. Actual top included in Spring issue. 
$1B/year or $30/2 years/Overseas add Sé/year 
Make check payable to T.Place. Mail ta 


Spinning Top Museum, 492 N. Pine, Burlington, WI 53105 


_ Yo-Yoers and Non-Yo-Yoers Alike! 
Join the Smothers Brothers Fan Ciub Today! 


SMOTHER) 


Your $8 first-year’s 
membership brings you: 
A photograph of Tom and Dick 
Soper cy ae Fan Later 
ip card, a full-color ster t 
Men in_action, the Sen0Bro Newsletter.» 
“Just Say YO!" php Ber sticker, Iwo 
Smothers ei gies ches, a biography 
of the brothers, a silhouette sticker of the - . 
brothers and a hsting of their concert ap- BROI HERS 
NCES. 
FAN CLUB 
PO Bax 74130 
Las Angeles. CA 90004 


Send your check or 
money order today to: 


SPECIAL OFFER for Yo-Yo Times Subscribers 


n . n 
It’s Yo-Yo Time! 

The first yo-yo song written specifically io be performed to .. . 
Sung by Larry Groce, host of "Mountain Stage,” with 
“Professor Yo-Yo” (Stuart Crump), editor of Yo-Yo Times 
Regularly $11.95. While supplies last: $5.95 postpaid 
(U.S. funds; for shipping to 
Canadian addresses, add 
$1.00; other foreign, add $2.) 
Please allow 3 weeks for 
delivery in the U.S., and at 

least 6 weeks for overseas. 
Tip sheet included .. . Satisfaction guaranteed 


Send your check today to: 
“It's Yo-Yo Time!” 

Yo-Yo Times, P.O. Box 1519 
Herndon. VA 22070 


IF YOU BELIEVE IN WHAT 
WE ARE DOING, PLEASE 
PATRONIZE OUR 


ADVERTISERS AND TELL 
THEM THE REASON WHY. 


BACK ISSUES OF “YYT” 


While supplies last, a few copies of each back 
issue of “Y- Times” are available, including: 
#-1, 1-2, 1-3, 14, 1-5, 2-1, 2-2, 2-3, 24, 2-5, 
2-6, 3-1, 3-2, 3-3, 3-4, 3-5, 3-6, 4-1, 4-2, 4-3, 4-4, 
4-5, 4-6 and 5-1.. If an issue is out of stock, we will 
send you a photocopy of the issue, unless you 
specify otherwise. Send $2 foreach copy ordered. 
(Postpaid to the U.S., Canada and Mexico. For 
other foreign orders, add $1 for postage and han- 
dling per issue, except for #2-5 and 3-2, add $1.50 
and #-6 and 3-1 add $2). 
Back Issues, Yo-Yo Times, 


P.O. Box 1519, Herndon, VA 22070 


pulled a yo from his pocket and threw a couple of 
gravity pulls and forward passes. 
"I bet the kids really sat up and took notice! 
"Another piece of evidence to support your 
theory that yo-yoers are cultured people. 
"Speaking of cultured,” Bonnie continues, “the 
Yo Cobras have been asked to write poems, fic- 
tion, fact and drawings about the yo and yoing for 
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HANDCRAFTED YO-YOs 

World's Finest Hardwoods 

Sold In Galleries 

High Performance 

2 Unique Shapes \ 
Enhance Grain, Feel Great! 


; i 
indian Head Penny Inlays $5 Extra 
Yo-vo Bag $5. Pkg, 5 Strings $1.00 
Specify Wood and Shape {A or B) 
Send $15.00 + $2.25 (S&H) to: 


WOODEN MONARCH Y¥O-YOs 
1187 Coast Village Road, #249 
Montecito, CA 93108 


SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED 


Light Mahogany, Lacewood, Teak, Walnut 
Middle: Paduak, Maple, Imbuvia, Zebrano, Cherry, 
Oak, Satinwood, Rosewood 


SLO-YO. 


Superlative Handmade 
Yo-Yos 
Glve one for Christmas 
: Send for your free 
Color Catalogue 


ken picou design in wood 
5508 montiew 
austin. tx 78736 


THE KLUTZ YO-YO BOOK $0.96 
~ A complete compendium of 
“~_-——s«yyo-yo tricks and history. 
Everything from Rock-the- 
Cradle to Shoot-the-Moon. It's 
all here: 83 pages lavishly 
illustrated, photographed, and 
packaged with our own maple wood 
yo-yo. Also available: 4 different 
Tom Kuhn yo-yos. For a free 
Catalogue, write Klutz Press, 2170 
Staunton Ct. Palo Alto, CA 94306. 
Dept. ¥ 


Cameron’s ‘Literary Magazine.’ If we’ resuccess- 
ful, I'll send you a copy. Work begins in January.” 


Still More Proof That 
Yo-Yoers are Cultured 


Always on the lookout for ways to prove that 
yo-yoers are cultured, we take great pride in 
presenting yet another piece of poetry submitted 
i of our readers, Tom Keefe of Cheyenne, 

0. 

In addition to writing poems, Tom also makes 
take-apart wooden yo-yos in his home workshop. 
He sent us one to try out. Pretty good yo-yos they 
are, too. He didn’t say if any of them are for sale. 


But For the Things... 
Pve never flown a kite before... 
How does one make them fly? 
I’ve seen them floating in the air 
against a deep blue sky. 
Pve never jumped a rope before... 
How does one make them arch? 
I've seen young feet pass over them 
as rhythmic as a march. 
Pve never bounced a ball with jacks... 
How does one pick them up? 
Pve seen them palmed and disappear 
as though into a cup. 
Ive never tried a yo-yo trick... 
How does one make them spin? 
I've seen them loop inside and out 
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and then come back again. 

I can make a sentence sing and dance... 
I can match a word for rhyme. 

But for the things P'd like to do, 

I’ve yet to take the time. 


On Second Thought... 


...there may be a few yo-yoers who need ex- 
posure to culture. 

Lew Newmeyer, the 1937 and 1938 
Washington, D.C, yo-yo champ and now the 
owner of the Armand’s chain of pizza restaurants 
in the Washington area, sent along aclipping from 
the Washington “Post,” which reported on Dec. 
31, 1991, that “a 10-year-old boy was accused of 
sticking up another child at gunpoint to get his yo- 
yo” in Baltimore. 


Knot: a Good Idea 


Lew Newmeyer of Silver Spring, Md., shares a 
tip that helps improve the performance of his 
Yomega Raider, the new ballbearing axle yo-yo 
from Yomega. “Put a knot in the middle of the 
String,” Lew said. “It seems to work better.” He 
said he discovered the trick accidentally when 
doing “Triple or Nothing” and inadvertently 
ended up with a knot in the string. He says he can 
now loop the yo-yo better (This tip might also 
help improve the performance of one of the Tom 
Kuhn ballbearing yo-yos, such as the SB-2.) He 
also tells us that he has better success using strings 
from Duncan, which are all cotton, with his 
Raider. 


SMOTHERS BROTHERS 


Tour Schedule 


Here is a listing of scheduled appearances by 
Tom and Dick Smothers. Please check your local 
listings for further information. 

Feb. 7-8, Frauenthal Center, Muskegon, Mich. 

Feb. 13-16, Riverside Hotel and Casino, Laugh- 
lin, Nev. 

Mar. 9, Jupiter Theater, Jupiter, Fla. 

April 16-20, Golden Nuggett, Las Vegas, Nev. 

May 29-30, Trump Castle, Atlantic City. 

July 3-5, Harrah’s, Reno, Nev. 

July 30-Aug. 10, Golden Nuggett, Las Vegas, 
Nev. 

Sept. 19, special benefit appearance for 
Loudoun and Fauquier hospitals in the suburban 
Virginia area of Washington, D.C., $400 per 
couple; call 703/771-2801 for information. 

Nov. 12-18, Golden Nuggett, Las Vegas, Nev. 
(may be extended until Nov. 23). 


YO HISTORY 


Send in Your Personal 
Yo-Yo History 


In our September-October 1990 issue, we asked 
the question, “Are You a World Champion?” We 
invited former “world champs” and other yo-yo 
champs from the past to send us information about 
their victories of many years ago. 

We are attempting to compile as complete a his- 
tory of the sport of yoing as we possibly can. 

A few have begun to trickle in. We invite you to 
submit information about your own yo-yo vic- 
tories of old. Be sure to include copies of clips, 


certificates of award and other information that 
substantiate your claim. We particularly want to 
know the who, what, when, where, why and how 
of your victory. Second- and third-place winners 
are also invited to send information, as are those 
who simply participated in the contest. Send us as 
much information as you can recall about who 
won the contest, where itwas held, etc. We'll pub- 
lish as much information in YYT as we can. 

Even if you weren’t a champ, we’ re always in- 
terested in your own reminiscences of what it was 
like to be a yo-yo kid back in the early days of yo. 
We especially want to hear from former yo-yo 
professionals who toured for Duncan and other 
yo-yo companies. 

BE SURE TO INCLUDE YOUR PHONE 
NUMBER! We'll probably want to talk toyouand 
get some additional details. 


YO TIPS TRICKS 


Send in Your New Tricks 


Keep those tricks coming in. We’ll continue to 
print as many as we can. Rest assured that we 
haven’ t overlooked yours. It’s in our ever-bulging 
folder. 

Please note that tricks in the newsletter are 
ptimarily those that can be described in words 
without pictures. We don’t have room for lots of 
pictures in the newsletter 

However, the well-illustrated tricks are primary 
candidates for the book of new yo-yo tricks we are 
assembling. 

By the way, if we publish your trick, you receive 
a free 6-month extension on your subscription. 
And if your trick is selected “Trick of the Month,” 
you get a year’s extension on your subscription as 
our token way of saying, “Thanks for helping the 
yo-yo to continue developing as the greatest of all 

er? 

mf your trick is used in the book, you'll receive 
a free, autographed copy by the author/editor, 
Professor Yo-Yo. (Note: Just to protect ourselves 
in the future, please be advised that sending us 
yourtrick means thatyou are giving us permission 
to print it in the newsletter and subsequent books. 
You will, of course, receive full credit in both 
places as the originator of the trick.) 

NOTE: All tricks are described for the right- 
handed yoist. If you’ re left-handed, make the ap- 
propriate changes when following the directions. 


“Happy New Year, 


Times Square” 
Lew Newmeyer 
Silver Spring, Md. 

This is a variation on “Monkey Climb the 
String.” It’s an easy trick, and can be funny if ex- 
ecuted properly. 

Throw a fast spinner. Pick up the yo-yo string 
withyour left index finger, looping the string over 
your finger close to the yo-yo. Lift the string and 
the yo-yo above yourhead. Gently insert the string 
into the groove of the spinning yo-yo and slowly 
“lower” the yo-yo DOWN the string. You do this 
by holding your left hand still and gradually raise 
your right hand, letting the string slide over your 
left index finger. 

The effect is that the yo-yo appears to be falling 
down the string — the opposite of “Monkey Climb 
the String,” in which the yo-yo climbs UP the 
string. 

Tell a story about visiting Times Square in New 
York on New Year’s Eve and watching the ball 
slide slowly down the tower as midnight ap- 


proaches. When the yo-yo reaches the bottom of 
its fall, shout, “Happy New Year!” and whistle a 
verse from “Auld Lang Syne.” 

Finish up with a “Skin the Cat” (also called 
“Tidal Wave”). 


“World Tour” 


Jennifer Baybrook 
Enosburg Falls, Vermont 

”Yo-Yo Princess” Jennifer Baybrook is only 11 
years old, but she continues to astonish us with the 
rapidly growing repertoire of tricks—both new 
and old—that she has mastered and created. 
Here’s another combination from her fertile mind 
and nimble fingers: 

Start with “The Atom Smasher” (also called 
“The Atom Bomb” or “Split the Atom”), come out 
of it with an “Outside Loop,” then “Reverse 
Around the World” (“Around the World Back- 
wards”), then regenerate into an “Around the 
World,” into “Undermount Brain Twister,” an 
“Outside Loop,” a “Reverse Around the World,” 
an “Undermount Brain Twister,” an “Outside 
Loop,” and finish with the “Bank Deposit” (yo-yo 
in the pocket). 


“Circus Monkey” 
Jennifer Baybrook 


Enosburg Falls, Vermont 
Another combination trick from “Yo-Yo Prin- 
cess” Jennifer Baybrook. 


ie in a ie i? a 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY 


YES! Enter my subscription to Yo- Yo 
Times. Enclosed is my subscription 
payment as follows: 

(Payment must be made with order. 
Subscription will begin with next 
issue. 

Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.) 


[ ] lyearof ¥o-YoTimes $12.00 
(4 issues) 

{ ] 2years of Yo-Yo Times $18.00 
(8 issues) 

[ ] 3 years (SAVE$12.00) $24.00 
(12 issues) 


{ ] New subscription[ ] Renewal 


(Intemational subscribers add $6 per year for 
postage & handling) (5-1) 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY STATE ZIP 
PHONE 
Mail this coupon today to: 


Yo-Yo Times, 
P.O. Box 1519 - JF 
Herndon, VA 22070 
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Start with a “Man on the*Plying Trapeze,” go 
into a “Double Ferris Wheel” (back and front 
flips), then do “Rock the Baby,” and finish with 
“Monkey Climb the Tree.” 


“Triple or Nothing 
Around the World” 


Lew Newmeyer 
Silver Spring, Md. 

Unless you can throw a LONG spinner, you 
might prefer to use one of the new ballbearing yo- 
yos such as the Tom Kuhn SB-2 or the Yomega 
Raider for this trick. 

Throw a “Triple or Nothing.” Flip the yo-yo off 
the string and into “Around the World.” Without 
stopping, go into a “Double or Nothing.” 

With some practice, you can doit all on one spin. 


“Walking the Dog 


Under the Eiffle Tower” 
Thai Nguyen 
Alexandria, Va. 


Form an “EFiffle Tower.” Lean over and touch 
the hanging yo-yo to the ground and “Walk the 
Dog.” 


THE YO-YOCOLLECTOR | 


If tt is a Yo-Yo, | Collect It! 


J.R. Harris, “The Yo Bro” 


I like to correspond with yo-yo collectors. Per- 
haps they have a model that I can buy or trade for, 
but primarily because they tend to be good people 
who share with me a common but important inter- 
est [like to talk to them about theircollection and 
find out what yo-yos they have and how and where 
they got them. 

As for me, I began collecting yo-yos before their 
resurgence in popularity. I do not remember ex- 
actly when orwhy I started, but some yo-yos have 
been in my collection for at least 20 years. 

lama little different from the average collector. 
Most people concentrate on the old Duncans, 
Cheerios, Hi-Kers, etc.—the brands that were 
popular back in the 40’s and 50’s. I like these 
models too, but my scope is broader, yet simpler. 
If it is a yo-yo, I collect it! 

I have most of the models mentioned above, but 
the bulk of my collection comes from abroad. For 
years I have traveled extensively, and most of my 
collection comes from my trips around the world, 
where I have had the luxury of time and the op- 
portunity to search specifically for yo-yos. While 
I may not have the largest collection overall, I 
believe that I have the most diverse collection in 
the world, with over 1500 different yo-yos from 
Anchorage to Auckland, from Tunis to Tokyo, 
from Jersey City to Johannesburg. 

My collection is divided into five different 
categories, which I have named: Oldies but 
Goodies, Unusual Designs, Advertising and 
Promotion, Unusual Materials, and Sets and 
Themes. 

Oldies but Goodies are the popular brands that 
I mentioned previously. These are probably the 
most well-known, and the ones most collectors 
seem to search the hardest for. In my collection, 
however, they represent one of the smaller 
categories in terms of diversity. 

The Unusual! Designs category contains some of 
the most interesting yo-yos and includes pieces 
that range from the very small to the very large, as 
well as those in unusual shapes. I have yo-yos 


YOMEGA -- New for ’92 
GEMINI GYRO® 


Patented "transaxle" yo-yo.. 
Transforms to patented top.. 
Spins up to 5 minutes! 
Includes 3 flash disks. 


Specify red, green or orange yo-yo. 
$9.95 each. 


YOMEGA-—THE YO-YO 


WITH A BRAIN® 
Clear with "Glow" clutches. $11.95 each. 


FIREBALL™ (transaxle) Yo-Yo 
Clear with red, orange or black caps. 


$5.95 each 
Phone orders for 
Visa/Mastercard only ($20 
minimum): 1-800-338-8796 
Send check/money order to: 
Yomega Corp.-YR 
1058 Pleasant St. 
P.O. Box 4146 


Fall River, MA 02720-0402 


(Mention “Yo-Yo Times" 
and receive FREE shipping!) 


from Japan that fold out into motorcycles and 
monsters, as well as yo-yos that are also watches 
(from France) or make-up kits (from Spain). This 
category also includes yo-yos with games and 
puzzles built into the sides, laser-carved yo-yos, 
and yo-yos that double as spinning tops and other 
toys. There is an Eskimo yo-yo made of moose 
hide and trimmed with wolf fur, yo-yos with 
religious messages, and yo-yos depicting nude 
ladies. The Turbo Sparkler would also be in this 
group, as are some beautiful handmade yo-yos 
that I picked up in places such as Mexico, Tunisia 
and an Indian village in Western Canada. Not to 
be overlooked are some exquisitely crafted dis- 
play items by craftsmen such as Ken Picou, Brad 
Countryman and Alexander Thomas, to name just 
a few. These are essentially novelty items. Some 
of my favorite pieces are in this group. 

Yo-yos used as advertising or promotional items 
are very interesting to me because I run a market- 
ing consulting firm in New York City. The yo-yos 
in my Ad/Promo category all have names, 
trademarks and/or logos imprinted on them, and 
there are a lot of yo-yos in this group. The thing 
that interests me is that companies marketing 
products to adults find it beneficial to advertise on 
an item that is supposed to be a child’s toy. I can 
understand yo-yos that promote Burger King, 
Keds sneakers, Fido Dido or a Beatles album. I 
can also understand the many variations of Coca- 
Cola yo-yos, or those from the San Diego Zoo or 
the Olympic Games. And I can certainly under- 
stand Smothers Brothers yo-yos. But what is more 
fascinating is a yo-yo for Jack Daniels whiskey, or 
the Alvin Ailey Ballet, Dow Jones, the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra, the Union Pacific Railroad, 
First National Bank or the Jack Tarr Hotel. I guess 
we are all children at heart. 

I love to find yo-yos from places I have visited, 
such as Puerto Rico, Pittsburgh, the Pennsylvania 
Dutch Country, The Tower in Sydney, Australia, 
the statue of Christ (Corcovado) in Rio de Janeiro, 
and many more. There is one from Mystic Seaport 
in Connecticut and the South Street Seaport in 
New York. There is one from Lake Placid, Lake 


Yo-Yo Times / Spring 1992 - Page 7 


Luceme, and six different yo-yos from the small 
resort town in the Adirondacks called Lake 
George. I also have a red Chinese yo-yo from Red 
China. I think that yo-yos in the Ad/Promo 
category are among the most fun to collect. 

Lots of yo-yos have been made from Unusual 
Materials (my fourth category). Some of the more 
well-known are the aluminum Silver Bullet and 
the decorative sterting silver piece by Gorham. In 
my travels I have also found some interesting ones 
made from gold, lucite, plywood, cardboard, bob- 
bins from spinning mills, and all kinds of metals 
and plastics. 

Have you seen the yo-yo made of rubber that can 
be used as a pencil eraser? Rare wood is a sub- 
category unto itself. There are yo-yos made from 
tress I have never heard of, such as Bubinga, 
Cocobolo, Zircote, Poldao and many others. Yo- 
yos in the Unusual Materials category are often 
hard to find and they tend to be rather expensive, 
but they are the kind that I like to display because 
they are so unique. 

Every once in a while a group of yo-yos be- 
comes available that forms part of a group or set. 
I try to collect the entire group, which falls into 
the category I call Sets and Themes. Some of these 
are simply a group of yo-yos marketed under the 
same brand name but are basically unrelated to 
each other in terms of style or design. The best in 
this category share a common theme or concept. 

Sports yo-yos would be a good example of this 
theme concept: yo-yos in the shape of golf balls, 
baseballs, soccer balls, etc. 

Another is a set of four red wooden yo-yos with 
a Valentine’s theme. They include sayings suchas, 
“You’ve Got Me ina Spin” and “I Keep Coming 
Back to You.” 

Another set of five uses the Duncan Pro model. 
These are in black and white, and the inscriptions 
are aimed at the Baby Boomers: “I May Be 40 But 
I Refuse to Grow Up”. 


——— ee 


7. American Spinners YO-YO Corp: 


T have found some very nice sets overseas. In 
Frankfurt, I picked up a beautifully illustrated set 
featuring various animals playing with a yo-yo. 
These were rendered on plastic Duncan butterflies 
in an assortment of colors. In Buenos Aires, I 
found a set of “Super Hombres” yo-yos with pic- 
tures of Batman, Superman and other super 
heroes. 

Collecting and displaying unique and unusual 
items is the focal point of my involvement with 
yo-yos. There are a lot of books, videos and ar- 
ticles featuring performers and their latest tricks, 
but not as much about collectors and their collec- 
tions. I would like to hear from others who share 
my particular interest. 

How do you display your yo-yos? Has anyone 
worked out a good method of cataloging yo-yos 
in a computer database? 

I would like to hear from other collectors and 
read more about yo-yo collections in “Yo-Yo 
Times.” 

[You can reach J.R. Harris at JRH Marketing 
Services Inc., 29-27 41st Ave., Long Island City, 
NY 11101, 718/786-9640.] 


Yo-Yo Pros to Promo 
“Sloppy Joe Sauce” and 
Pro-Yos 


Geo. A. Hormel & Co., the food processor lo- 
cated in Austin, Minn., near Minneapolis, will 
offer a Playmaxx Pro-Yo yo-yo in a special 
promotion of its Not-So-Sloppy-Joe Sloppy Joe 
Sauce this spring. 

The promotion will be nationwide, but yo-yos 
will be offered only in key markets for the Hor- 
mel product. 

“Sloppy Joe sandwiches are very popular 
among families with children, and Not-So-Slop- 


Yo-Yo Times 
P.O. Box 1519 


" 


py-Joe Sloppy Joe Sauce is an excellent, con- 
venient way to make them,” explained Dennis 
Nustad, VP-account supervisor for BBDOin Min- 
neapolis, the advertising firm that is providing the 
creative input behind the Hormel promotion. This 
popularity should, we hope, translate into a lot of 
yo-yos sold. 

Watch for the special promotional coupons 
among the colorful assortment of coupons that 
come each week with your Sunday newspaper 
Also, order blanks promoting the offer will be 
posted on your grocer’s shelf and special displays 
near the Hormel product. Pro-Yos normally retail 
for $3.50 in the store; the promo price will be 
$1.00 plus 25 cents postage and handling, with 
proof of purchase. 

In addition to the nationwide coupon promo- 
tional blitz, Hormel is also providing local, week- 
long yo-yo demonstrations featuring Playmaxx 
Yo-Yo pros Dale Oliver (“Mr. Pro-Yo”) and Mo 
Abdelbaki (“Mighty Mo the Yo-Yo Pro”) in five 
major markets in the eastern U.S. in the spring. 

Dale and Mo will appear at local schools, 
children’s hospitals and shopping malls in those 
cities. 

The dates and locations of their appearances had 
not been announced as we went to press. We'll 
report them on our new “Yo-Yo Times News Hot- 
line” (1-703-715-6191) as soon as they are avail- 
able. 


NEWS FLASH! BIG YO SHOW! 

As we were going to press, we received word 
that "Yo Master Zeemo" (Paul Kyprie of Ann 
Arbor, Mich.) will demonstrate yo-yoing, jug- 
gling, spin tops, diablo and other nifty skills, fol- 
lowed by a yo-yo class, at the Spinning Top 
Museum, 492 N. Pine St., Burlington, Wisc., on 
March 7 at 6:30 p.m. Tickets: $4 in advance; $6 at 
the door Call 414/763-3946 or 414/728-5623 for 
information. 
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FIRST CLASS 


VALU 


The Venice 
Beach Collection 


" “THE HOTTEST YO IN YOUR HAND” 


Return to the 60's Fluorescent Madness,Geometrics Neons, 
Flames, Pinstripes, Rainbows Tropical Tremors, Sizzling 
Screemers Wild Things, Wet Look, Pink Fantasy. 

Mail To: 28 Worcester Drive Wayne, NJ 07470 
$12.00 Includes S&H 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE: Has your subscription expired? Is it 
about to expire? Check the date on the top line of your mail- 
ing label below. If it is “2/92” or earlier, this is your LAST 
ISSUE! You will receive only one more renewal notice. If you 


have not yet renewed, do so today. Please write your " account 
number" (it’s in the upper left-hand corner of the mailing 
label) and the word" RENEWAL" on your check. See coupon 
on p. 7 of this issue. ACT TODAY! Don’t miss a single issue! 


PLEASE FORWARD 


